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Substitution vs. Elimination reactions

Good nucleophiles favor substitution reactions (Sy1,

SN2). Eliminations (E1/E2) require a base.

E2 reactions are favored when using strong, non-

nucleophilic bases

(t-BuOK is too sterically bulky to be a good nucleophile)

E1 reactions require weak bases and compete with

Sn1 reactions
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